
Change Is In The Air
Ever since Covid, I have sensed
God making changes in what
ministry is going to look like for me
going forward. At first, it was difficult
for me to accept, but as things
move forward and God continues
to work in my heart, I can see He is
doing a very good thing. When
Covid hit, my ministry came to a
screeching halt, at least in the way
it had looked for so many years. In
2020, I had to cancel 8 ministry trips
to various parts of the world. You
see, ever since I started doing TCK
ministry in 2005, the conferences
where I ran the teen programs and
did seminars for parents, were the
main vehicle God used to introduce
me to new families and build
relationships with them. That is a
critical part of TCK ministry. Trust is a
difficult thing to build with TCK’s. No
one seems to stick around in their
lives. So, going to serve at these
conferences year after year and
visiting where they live was a crucial
part of my ministry. Again, this is
continuing to build on those
relationship foundations established
at those conferences.

So, when almost all of my travel
suddenly stopped in 2020, there was
a lot of soul-searching and asking
God where is this all going. It was
during that time that I began to
beg God to send me some younger
adults that I could mentor as they
consider, and potentially, pursue
TCK ministry. As with any kind of
ministry, it is important to begin
thinking about when and how you
will exit that ministry when the time
comes, and to whom you will be
able to hand that ministry over.
And, as I’ve mentioned before,
God brought me several younger
adults that have a passion for TCK’s.
Now do I know if they will end up
working with Ministry Essentials
someday? Only God knows, and I
cannot control that. But the
important question is not which
agency or entity might they serve
under, but rather, can I help them
pour into TCK’s and their families
when I can no longer do so myself?
Or at least, not in the same way or
to the degree I have for these past
17 years.

I have been sensing God wanting
me to pull back from meeting many
more new families, but rather to
continue focusing on the ones I
have a solid relationship with, and
then help these younger adults He
brought me to do the ministry to
TCK’s that He may call them to. You
know, there are some TCK’s that I
still track with and remain in their
lives that I have known since 2008,
when they were just teenagers or
upper elementary. My talks with
some of these TCK’s are so full of
depth and purpose. In fact, I had
lunch with one of these TCK’s in
September. I first met him when he
was only 16. He is now finished with
college, married, just became a
father, and is leading worship at a
church in Dallas. During our lunch,
our conversation was rich. He had
so many questions about marriage,
parenthood, leadership, etc. Over
and over he said to me, “Oh man, I
so needed to hear that.” I don’t say
that to in any way lift myself up.
God clearly led that conversation.
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How can it be that it is already 
November??!! 

Where does time go?! It is 
time for me to catch you up 
on what is going on with the 
Embrace ministry to TCK’s as 

well as the Corbin family.
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TCK TIDBITS
TCK’S (Third Culture Kids) are people who grow up in a culture that is different than that of 
their parents. They take on aspects of both cultures (the parents’ and the culture of the 
host country), but never feel like they totally belong to either.

“After years of adapting to fit in everywhere, some TCK’s aren’t sure which traits and 
ideas are truly their own.” (From the Book, “Misunderstood, by Tanya Crossman)



Lastly, with inflation and job cut
backs, I know how difficult
these times have been on all of
us Understandably, our support
account has suffered in all of
this as well. As we approach
the end of the year, would you
prayerfully consider making a
tax-deductible donation
toward our ministry. My ability
to visit these TCK’s depends on
these gifts. Currently there are
not enough funds to even
cover the trip I have coming
up in two weeks. Besides asking
for more support, we are trying
to do what we can to help
with finances too. Liana is
trying to build a tutoring
business here in North Carolina,
as well as her online curriculum
she sells. And I have had to
explore other ways to earn
money myself to help make
ends meet. So, if you are not
one of our regular supporters
and could send a one time
gift; or if you are a regular
supporter and could send just
a little bit more this month, you
can help us finish out the year
in the black and enable me to
continue to visit TCK’s around
the world. If you would like to
help us financially, you may do
so by clicking on the button to
the left.

Lastly, as we enter this period of Thanksgiving and
celebration of our Savior’s birth, we want to thank you for
faithfully walking with us through your prayers, your gifts,
your encouraging words, and your interest in our lives and
the lives of the TCK’s we serve. You are a rich gift from God
to us, as well as to the many TCK’s we walk with. Please let
us know how we can pray for and encourage you.

With Love,

The Corbins

I say it to point out the kind of
ministry I can continue to have
just by being a sounding board
and safe place for these TCK’s
because I have walked with
them for so many years. And, I
want you to know that because
of your part in our lives and this
ministry, you, in essence, have
walked with these TCK’s too. So,
thank you so much for being
part of what God has been
doing for all these years.

One of the agencies I have
been helping since 2016 has a
new young woman who has
taken over their TCK ministry.
She is a TCK herself and really
wants to learn and find ways to
better invest in their TCK’s. She
has asked me to do some
workshops for their TCK workers
in their agency—all of whom
are young adults—on topics
that are good for TCK’s or their
parents to learn about. Having
done so many of these over the
years, I have quite an arsenal
that I can share with them. This
kind of thing excites me
because it multiplies my ministry
several fold.

In less than two weeks, I will be
making a trip to 3 countries
overseas to visit a few TCK’s
and their families. I covet your
prayers for safety, good health,
and conversations ordained by
God with each of them. So, just
to be clear, I am not walking
away from TCK ministry. It’s just
looking a bit different, and as I
get older, it is important for me
to focus on training up the next
generation to care for TCK’s.

We continue to adjust to life in
North Carolina. We are thrilled
with the church we have found
here and are starting to get
more involved. We are already
part of a community group,
and I just met with the worship
director last week to offer my
services with the worship team.
Dylan attends the church
regularly with us. Please pray
that Austin and Jessica might
visit it some time too. All of our
kids need godly influences and
relationships in their lives, and
we are so grateful we can be
near all of them at this time in
their journey.
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