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(The clouds rolling in with fresh welcome rain) 

 

His mercies are new every morning...Great is His faithfulness! Lam. 

3:24  

It has been a little while since we last communicated, but in the past two 

months there has been enough going on to fill up several newsletters!     

Drought 

I wrote in my last communication that we were in a season of drought.  The dry 

season came in with full force during the month of May and we hardly saw a 

drop of rain between May until about a week ago.  We were blessed to have 

conserved well with our rain tanks, so we did not run out of water.  But many of 

our Papua New Guinean (PNG) national friends lost all the food in their 

gardens.  Since their lifestyle is so dependent on subsistence farming and 

production of kaukau (sweet potato) there has been a lot of hunger here in the 

valley.  But God is faithful, and finally last week the clouds began to roll in, 

hopefully commencing rainy season and growth. 
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Elections and Lockdowns  

Every five years, PNG holds elections for new government officials.  This 

July happened to be a new election cycle.  Just as it is in the US during 

elections, there are always those who are disgruntled with the results.  In 

Aiyura valley, where we live, there was some serious fighting and discord in the 

month of August.  

 

Following the election related violence there was an incidence of fighting that 

broke out on center close to our Primary school campus and the whole center 

was placed on a lockdown.  From what I understand this hasn't happened in 

over 10 years, so fighting on or so near to center is not commonplace.  We are 

safe and were never in harm's way, but it was definitely a strange experience. 

 

In any setting where violence is utilized to solve problems, there are always 

innocents who suffer.  It has been difficult to process with our national friends 

who have had their homes burned down and who have lost all that they have 

during intentional burning of villages and looting of possessions.  It is such a 

reminder of why the gospel is so necessary and it affirms why we are here, to 
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bring God's word to each person in their heart language.  We know the Word of 

God will continue to transform the valley and those who are in it, and it is our 

prayer to see these episodes of violence decrease.    

 

*Pray for Peace in the valley and for those of our friends who have lost 

their homes, belongings or incurred injury as a result of the violence.* 

  

 

  

 

 

Medevacs and Miracle Babies 

Every so often the medical world and the aviation world collide.  Recently a 

friend of mine, Penny, went into pre-term labor with 28-week twins.  Her labor 
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had so progressed that I wasn't sure we would make it to a higher level of care 

in Port Moresby before she delivered one or both babies.  Even if we were to 

make it in time, we were told by the hospital that they only had the capability of 

saving babies who were 34 weeks and older.  I had a very low expectancy of a 

good outcome, but I forget that we serve the God of miracles!   

 

After a 1.5-hour flight donated by aviation, and the bumpiest ambulance ride I 

have ever been on, we arrived at POM General, and my friend delivered a 

footling breech 28 weeker only a short 10 minutes after arrival.    Miraculously, 

babies Miracali-Hana, and Faithlyn survived the transport, the delivery and are 

now gaining strength and weight.  They will hopefully be discharged when they 

reach 2.5 kg, and their weights are hovering at around 1.3 kg each.  If you can 

continue to pray for "Baby A", the first baby who had the most trauma at 

delivery. She is still struggling to breathe without oxygen 

support.  However, their likelihood of survival has gone from next to nil, to 

almost assuredly they will come home with their family when they have gained 

enough weight.  

 

*Pray for continued growth and healing for these sweet littles* 
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Earthquakes  

Earthquakes are one of those natural disasters we have never encountered in 

the Midwest or East coast of the United States.  Since coming to PNG we have 

had a number of rumblings that rattle the pictures and knock a few things 

down.  However, we were not prepared for the sheer massiveness and 

destruction of a 7.6 magnitude earthquake on September 11th.  I don't think I 

have ever had a bigger mess to clean up, or more glass to sweep up off the 

floor.  But thankfully, we were relatively unscathed from the destruction.  We 

had some structural things to correct under our home, our rock retaining wall 

crumbled and we had a gas line break, but overall, our losses were 

minor.  Miraculously, no one was injured on center and because it was dry 

season there wasn't nearly the number of landslides there could have 

been.  The aftershocks have set our nerves on edge as we sit on the edge of 

our seats wondering if this one will build like the "big one".  All in all, we feel 

very blessed.  Things can be replaced (albeit slowly) but people cannot be.    

 

*Please pray for our national friends and those in the valley whose 

houses didn't fare well and also pray for peace as we are all a little jumpy 

post-earthquake*  
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We do have one request of you!  We would really love it if you 

would take the time to email us either an individual or a family 

picture as well as your favorite Scripture verse that we could print 

and put on a prayer wall here in our home.  It would greatly bless 

us to be able to pray for you in a personal way on a regular basis. 

Feel free to include any specific prayer request you may have as 

well.  

  

 

We are so humbled and grateful to be a part of what the Lord is 
doing in Papua New Guinea through Bible Translation and 
through the transforming work of the Gospel.   Would you 

prayerfully consider joining our team by becoming a financial or 
prayer partner with our Wycliffe ministry?  

 

 

 

Click Here To Partner  

 

http://www.wycliffe.org/partner/zfamily
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