
 

 

Celebrating one trip around the sun in 
Papua New Guinea!  

 

 

 

It's hard to believe that we have completed our first year in Papua New Guinea 

and that it has been nearly two full years since we left our home in Delaware to 

begin this great adventure as missionaries supporting Bible Translation.  This 

year has been such a wonderful growing experience for us, and we have been 

completely blessed to be able to serve and minister to the people here. Here's 

our year in a nutshell... 



 

 

January 17th, 2021, we departed from Philadelphia airport to begin the arduous 

journey to PNG.  Through Qatar, Malaysia, to Port Moresby, we made it to PNG 

three whole days later on January 20th, 2021.  Traveling internationally during 

Covid was no joke!  The paperwork alone was over 40 pages long.   

 

After our arrival we spent two full weeks in quarantine, only to be released and 

then exposed to Covid to spend another two full weeks in 

quarantine.  Thankfully, God used that time to give us some much needed rest 

and adjustment time to our new surroundings.   



 

 

 



 

 

 

Life in PNG has both similarities and differences to life in the US.  For instance, I have 

a washing machine, but no dryer.  This means that during rainy season I run quite a 

dance where I hang up my clothes outside to dry, then take them off when the rain 

starts only to hang them back out again when the rain lets up.  It can be quite 

entertaining to watch me rush out the door like a mad woman to save our clothes from 

a certain soaking!  

 

Also pictured is me making bread rolls with the kids and my weekly shopping 

appointment at the local market for produce.  It lacks the convenience of Walmart, but 

there is nothing quite like fresh baked bread and fruits and veggies fresh from the 

garden.   

 



 

  

 

  

 

One of our biggest prayer requests is that our children would adjust well to school 

and make many friends here in PNG.  Thank you for praying!  While our kids still 

miss friends and family from the US, they absolutely love their school and teachers, 

and there is no shortage of friends coming and going from our home.   



 

  

 

  

 

Feb-April we were learning our roles at the clinic and at aviation.  In May-July we 

had the wonderful opportunity to study the language (Tok Pisin), culture, and to 

spend a few weeks living in a village and truly getting to know the people.  What a 

blessed experience.  The people we stayed with were so generous and willing to 

open their lives to us.  We left conversant in Tok Pisin, with lovely new friends, and 

a sweet little puppy to remember our time by.   

 

 



 

  

 

  

 

Aviation and the Clinic 

When we set out for PNG our primary roles were to be in Aviation and at the 
clinic.  We have both had an exciting year learning new skills and getting 
acclimated to the work here.  Wojtek has primarily been doing aircraft 
maintenance as this is the greatest need.  Next year he will most likely return to 
flying planes as people leave on furlough.   
 
Jen has done a wide variety of things at the clinic from ultrasound to wound care, 
to cardiac care, and casting broken limbs.  This last weekend she even acted as the 
local veterinarian and de-sexed many of the male cats here on center.  In the land 
of the unexpected, you may be asked to do some unexpected things!   
 
The best part about our jobs here is that we are here to support Bible Translation 
and the work we do here helps translators stay healthy and get to the remote places 
to bring the Bible to those who do not yet have it in their heart language.   



 

 

 



 

 

 

Relationships 

Although we are here to Support Bible Translation, our heart is also in relationship 
building and discipleship.  In spite of Covid restrictions God has been faithful to 
bring wonderful new friendships into our lives. We even have sweet little baby 
namesakes!  Our hope and prayer is that this coming year God continues to open 
the door for real and intentional discipleship, that He makes it clear who he wants 
us to invest in on a deeper a level, and that the focus of all these relationships are to 
build God's kingdom.  

 

Prayer and Praise 

Praises: 

• For God's grace in sustaining us through the transitions of this last year.  
• For God's provision even during a pandemic and difficult times worldwide.  
• For friendships and relationships that have helped us feel connected in a 

new place.  

Prayer Requests: 

• Please pray for God's continued financial provision for our Wycliffe 
ministry. Covid has made things difficult financially for many of our 
partners.   

• Pray that the Lord continues to open doors for relationships and for 
discipleship.  

• Pray our current Covid lull lasts for awhile so we can resume village clinics 
and serving our community in a greater capacity.  

How can we be praying for you? We would love to be able to lift you up in prayer as 
well. Please send us an email or a text with any requests you may have.  



 

We are so excited about what the Lord is doing in Papua New Guinea 
through Bible Translation and through the transforming work of the 

gospel.   Would you prayerfully consider joining us in this ministry by 
becoming a financial or prayer partner with our Wycliffe ministry?   

 

 

Click Here To Partner  

 

  

 

 

We'd love to hear from you! 

Wojtek & Jen Zielinski 

SIL-PNG  

PO Box 1 (box 132) 

http://www.wycliffe.org/partner/zfamily


 

Ukarumpa EHP 444 

Papua New Guinea  
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